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There may be a fow peonle here who arJ adziéggggng)F2 U.l

of conditionsg in Prince Edward Island as I was before I

went thers. By way of introduction, therciore, may 1

remind youw that Prince Edward Island is one of the oldest

settlements in tho Dominion. It is easy to understand why

the Canadian Library Commiszsion found it a2 particularly

suitable area for a domonstration of library service on a

larger scale, The island is = gsographic and political unit
i

with a population large enocuzh to gupport a good libdbrary

sarvice and not too large to be manageabls, There are no

industries, the neople being engeged almost entirely in
agriculture and fishing, The island is well settled but,

oxeent for Charlottetown (11,000) snd Summerside (%,000),

thera are no towns with a povulation of over one thousand,
Por a long time there has been practically no imnigration but
2 stoady oxodus., I believe until the last few years that

every year about five hundred young people left Prince Bdward

Island seelking greater opportunitiss in various parts of
Canada and the Unlted States, Prince Edward Islaand is ve;y
proud of the high standing achleved by its men and women in
the universitiss and proféssions of this continent. Therse is

no doubt that they have cistinguished themselves and I think

that the szame rother high quality is to be found in those who

have renained on the island. Geographically cut off, csveclally
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during the winboer months from easy intercourse with their

nzighbours, they have developed & distinct character of
their own. Thsy cre conservative and critical of new

ideas but once the idea has been accepted they will stand by
it. Their VWomen's Institutes, for example, which have oanly
boeen established & few years have made remarkable progress

and their high sense of responsibility and the amount of work

they do in their communities is a revelation, It was a simple

natter in Prince Edward Island to get in touch with all
orzanlzations working in the same direction as the library:
education suthorities, Women's Institutes, the press, the
Churches (more influsntial here than in most places). The
Démonstration sterted in June 1933 and I think that by
September, through the press, through the various Provincial
and County Fairs whers we had an exhibit of books, the news
of the Demonstration had been spread over the island.

The people of Prince Zdward Island have, except in
Charlottetown and Summerside, had little acquainftance with
books. The contrast in this sense, with the Fraser Valley
is very marked. There was a vory conslidsrable element in
the Fraser Valley which had been brought up with books:

When the library came they knew what it meant and they knew
what they wented. I think particularly of one mar who twenty

yoars before hzd read Darwin'sz Origzin of Spscles. It had

impressed hinm greatly and when the library same there, with the

accunulated hunger of twenty years, he literally fell upon
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everything that we brought to him on modern developments in
biology and anthropology. There were many others who came
armed with lists of books they had long wanted to read,
Prince Zdward Island approaches the library from a different
angle. Thoy have baeg floundering a little this winter and

many have asked modestly if they couldn't have roviews of

every bookj o» if there isn't some way in which they could

know something of the books. A successful fox-farmer in one
of our branches, a man with little schooling took a great

interest in the lidbrary from the beginning., As the chairman

of the local commitiee he was subjected to all the publicity
of meetings, ste, which preceded the orening of the branch. T
He was improsséd with the idea that it was nevsr too late to

educate yourself and early in the winter he bsgan the process. |

He was very catholic in his range, takling 2 boék from each
class to begin with and t;ckling it seriously, falling back
a good deal on the dictionary. By the end of the winter he
had read over twenty books, having finally settled on the
subjeect of Modern Russia. He sz2id he never enjoysd a winter
g0 much, He is a man of forty-five who had read little
beyond the daily paper and fox-breeding Journals. I mention
this because it is a rather special case of something quite
common in Prince Edward Island. Thoy know little of books
but I think they must have inherited 2 belief in their wvalue
and they approach the library with interést. The response

everywnere has been romarkably good, the proportion of non-fiction




read in one of the branches has often been thirty-five rper
cent and the proportion for the Island in general is thirty

ver cenb.

We have enmphasized from the beginninz the value of
group study and discussion in stimulating interest in the
library., Here we were fortunate in having near at hand a
stimalating example of what can be done in farming and
fishing communities bhrough organized group study. The Univer-

sity of Saint Francis Xavier in Antigonish, Hova Sgotia, has

for four years bsen conducting 2 University Bxtension course
among the flshermen and farmers of the Diocese of Antigonigh,
The vitality of the movement can be Jjudged by the fact that

over threes hundred groups were orerating last winter, The

movement has had the practical result of establishing various
cooperative organizations and lmproving economic conditions
as well aé creating an intellectual ferment among the people.
In Prince Edward Island there is no organization specially

concerned with adult education or exteansion worik but through

Young Men's Debating Clubs, Young People's organizations in

the churches, Women's Institutes, Catholic Vomen's Laague

and directly through the library there have been established

thirty-seven study groups, sll working in conjunctlon with the

1ibrary. ©he vory great problems as everybody knows are

to get & local leader enthusiastic enough to make the thing

£0, and to get books sufficiently simple and interssting %o




work with,

So far in Prince Edweard Island we have established
ten branchss of the lidbrary. We do not use 2 dook truck, the
roads last winter were closed from November until Hay, so
that a book truck is inmpracticable, It seems to me that for

display purposes and publicity bafors opening branches a book

truck is of great service, but I have contrived an arrangement ]

for the back of a small car which I use, by which I can carry
about three hundred books. It isiseriss of drawers which when
taken out and set on end becomes boolk shelves, It can be get
up in about two minutes, For all sorts of conventions,faixg
and meotings where you want to display books to back up your

wmords, I have found it of great service. It is =21s0 a good

way of carryinz books to and from branches. We have thea no
book truck, the distribution is through branches, placed in

googzraphic centres where peopls go to do bthelir marketing. :

Before opening a branch we always fornm a local committee and we
have found it profitadble to hold one or two preliminary meetings

so that neoplo know what sort of service is being offered to i

them. Thers meetings were often vory well attended and we always

took to them a display of books., The opening of a branch we

always regard as an opportunity for further publicity. The
Premier, zs Minister of Hducation, ig usually present z2nd the
largest available hall ie usuzlly filled. After two or three

hours of speechss, more or less on thes subject of the library,

we foel we have made o baginning in that district!




In all cases the locality provides the room with light,
heat and equipmend, There is in each branch a local custodian
chosen by the Demonstration, snd in branches with a registration
exceeding five hundred, receiving a small remuneration., Ve
visit the branches freguently in the summer, less freguently in
the winter owing to the difficulty of zetting aboub.

This quostion of winter transporiation is 2 real prodlem
in Prince Xdward Island, This summer we shall ppen 2bout ten
more branchea but even with twenty branches I do not think wo
can consider we have really made books accessible to every one,
Last winter was unusually severe and I understand that owing to
poor $train service and bad storms winter fravel is usually
difficult. Branches cannot be considered as adsquately covering
even the country within a radius of ten miles without some
supplemeéntary service. Such supolementary servics could be
Zlven through the Women's Institutes and schools, where we might
look for voluntary assistance. It is necessary, I know, to
proceod caubtimsly here in view of the fact that so many people
prefer to have half a dozen books on their own doorstep rather

than a thousand books a few miles away.

The people of Prince Edward Island have been very
insigtent in their demand for & catalogue. They realize of
course that i1f, as we ropeateély tell them, not only the books
in their branch but all the books in the library are at their
disposal, they must know what books the library has, if this

offer is to meoan anything. I think that in some communitissg
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subject lisbs of books ere the best way of meedting this demand,
but I do belicve that in Prince Zdward Island a complete

catalogue of all the non-fiction would fill a very great need.

Imphasis has been put on the request system by which any book
other than light fiction may be asked for, This system which
they value and use a great deal freshens the braanch collections
and the periodiecal complete change of books keeps the book
colleckion fluid.

I think I have eketchod bfielly one mspect of the work
of the Domonatration and bdefore I leave it I should like to give
you a few figures,. They do not convey very much as our work is
only bezinning-- next week we intend to put a deposit of four
thousand to five thousand bookxs in the Charlottetown Public

Library and within a few wacks to open more branchsa., But in

the ten branches already ovened there are rozistered 7018 mombers,

*he average circulation per month 1is 10,667 thirty per cent of

which is non-fiction. The total number of volumss catalogued

in the last year was 20,F7h.

I have montioned the difficulty of gatting aboui Prince

Zdward Island in the winter. The train service is not good and

it takes two days %o hold = meeiing anywhore, This was a great

handicap in organizing branches las?t winter. On one occaslon

- ]
being pressed for time, I decided to try the air! Loaving

- same & noon
Charlottetown at twelve and roturning st six the same aftor :

I vas able to hold thres mectings which by train could not have

13 was more econonical
been accomplished in a week. Incidentally 1t




but - rather cold.
S0 Zfar I have dealt only with the service to rural
communities, In Charlottebtown and in Summerside there wers

libraries in exisbtence and I would like to say 2 word about

them and the relation of the Desmonstration to themn.

The Charlottetown Library serves the double purpose of
e Leglslative and Public Library but has nsver receilved adsquate
financial support, It depeads for its funds on the Government
and on a asmall private endowment, Except for a very small nominal
sum for upkeep, the city of Charlottetown had taken no part
in its support, A month or two age, however, Charlottetown
was induced %o underiake the paymeat of an sdditlonal assistant
in the library and the Library Comnittee undertook to raise by
nrivate subscrintions €anoug8h money to buy a charging desk and %o
put up shelying to accommodate moro books, With this additional
furniture and staff the lidbrary will ds able to accommodate a
derosit of four thousand books which we intend to put there next
week, As Charlottstown hzs 2 bi-weskly market and is the shopping
and markabting centre for a large section of the country, this
development is particularly welcome.

The éumnersids Library had dbeon taken over and fostered
for many years by the I.0.D,E, It consisbted of about three
thousand volumes and was run on a small subscription basis., As
soon z2s we arrived in Charlottetown, Summerside was anxious to
know'how it could benzfit from the Demonstration. For many years

it had been recelving books from the McGill Travelling Libraries.

As it was difficult to run z free librery together with a sub-




scription library, the X.0.D.2, decided to hand over their
library to the town of Summerside. The town already smpplied
the room and the only added burden they undertook was the very

small remunsration to the librarian, In November last year we

put a deposit of one thousand volumes in the Summerside Pudblie
Library and sincs that date the registration has leapt from one-
hundred to 1385, 1 belicve the town of Summerside, which is
very progressive, may put up a special building for the library.
The present gquarters are very cramped and I think that they =zre
attracted by the prosnpect of an efficient library which might
serve the psople in general and the schools,

Thers 1s another aspoct of the Demonstration which remains

to be considered and that is itz reiation with the libraries of

Prince of ¥Wgles College and Saint Dunséan'’s University. At present
both those collegos are in recelnt of graants from the Carnegie

Corporation. St, Dunsjan's has its owa librarian who has a

natural aptitude for library work znd took the short course given
in Charlottetown last summer by the McGill Library Sghool, Our
duties thare have been lizht dut we placed 2 small deposit of

books with them. The Prince of ¥Wales College however had no

library, its old one haying been destroysd in a receant fire, and

it was part of our work %o start their library. The lidrary was 3
opened in January 1934 with 975 books classified and catalogued,

and an additional temporary loan from the Demonsiration collection,

Next winter we intend to start work with the schools, So
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far only the schools in the centres have besen touched. We
did experiment last winter by put&ing a collection in each
classroom of the Modsl School 1in Charlotbetown, but it is hoped
next winter to reach 2 great many schools throughout the island,.

(o<}

Another similar veonture which may be of interest is =

collection of books placed in the provincial Sgnitorium at

Charlottatown. One section of this was devoted to handicrafts,

which the doctor in charge is trying to introduce into his

systenm.

Finally I should like to say & word sbout French bools. ;

Fourtesn thousand of the sighty-eight thousand inhabitanis of

Prince Edward Island are Acadians and thers has been considerable

interest in Froench bodks, mostly French bonks writtea i1n Carada.

In the branchcs where they have beon pub they seen to have been

read eagerly. Our main Prench branch however has not yet been

opened, It was one of the trazedies of %the winter that we could

not get to Rustico - only fifteen miles away. soveral timss the

e postponsd owing %o impassable roads

Rustico indeed

preliminary meebting had %o b

and 1% was eventually glven u» until the summer.
should have been included among those plzces po3sessing libraries.
Over sixty yecars ago a very entarprising parish priest secursd

the patronszge of Hapoleon III who ;resented to the parish of
Rustico & sum of money for the surchase of books to form &
parish 1lidbrary. The racgrdé-still oxist, showing remarkable feats
of roading e.g. one family which road no less than seyenty-two

wany of tke books &re still thers.

books in 2 year! A groealb ®
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Within the next few weeks we intend to put a deposit, largely

of French books, in Rustico. .

| There is ons dsveleomant I should liks to suggest at

this moeting and that is some system of inter-llidrary loans in
the Maritime Provinmces. I hope that this may be consldered, In

Britigh Columbia it made & maznificent rounding off of the system,

I remember when we borrowed the complets toxt of the Vedas fronm
Hr, Hysie.

I thinx that anyons going to Pr;ﬁce Edward Island from |
outside must De impressed with its comparctive immunity from the
industrial and economic problens which-gress so heavily elsewhere,
Ag an agricultural province, it lis unlilkely to seo any great soclal ‘

or scomomic changes in the near futurs. Bud the adundant leisure |

in the winter and the need for more intonsive and scientific
agriculture, for the better exploitation and consservation of its
natural resources suggest fields in which the librory could be

made to play a very vital part in the futurs develormant of the

Drovinee.




